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“Outside the System” (photo credit: Ron Delany) 


"Outside the System" 


John Dwork and Alexis Muellner, with Dougal Donaldson, Doug Oade, 
and Mark Kraitchman 


As we check back in with the history of Grateful Dead tap- 
ing in 1986 we find a scene in which digital taping technol- 
ogy and the on-line taping scene were in their infancy, while 
taping techniques (such as mike placement and miniaturiza- 
tion of recording equipment) were in a state of high refine- 
ment. With the start of the Dead’s official tapers’ section in 
1984, the phenomenon of taping experienced a surge in 
focus and growth, and by 1986 the scene was humming 
with energy from coast to coast. 

Then, in 1986, Jerry Garcia suffered a near-death expe- 
rience in a diabetic coma. Touring stopped for six months. 
For most tapers this downtime provided an excellent oppor- 
tunity for catching up on trading. It was also a time in 
which many tapers tried out their recording skills with other 
bands. 


The Betty Boards 


In 1987 one of the most significant developments in the 
entire history of live concert tape trading occurred. A huge 
stash of master and first-generation Grateful Dead sound- 
board tapes made their way into the hands of Deadheads. 
These tapes came to be known as the “Betty Boards” 
because they were recorded by one of the Dead’s recordists, 
Betty Cantor-Jackson. Betty had stashed these tapes in a 
storage facility and, after failing to keep up on monthly pay- 
ments, they were put up for auction. The rest, as you are 
about to read, is history. Dougal Donaldson, one of the 
more passionate and thorough tape traders on the scene, 





MAKE TAPES 
NOT WAR 


Bumper sticker of unknown origin. 











now relays his perspective on his role in this grand series of 
events: 


Dougal Donaldson: For me, it started with my 
great-uncle John. When he passed away, he left his 
estate to his wife, Sybil. The estate consisted of a 
few heirlooms, a house in Hamilton, Ontario, but 
mostly funds that were kept in some bonds. It was 
not a great amount, but enough for Sybil to get by 
on her own. By the time Sybil passed on, most of 
what was left in the estate were the bonds. John 
and Sybil had no children of their own, so they 
passed the inheritance on to their nieces—my 
mother and her sister. My mother, unfortunately, 
had passed away years before Sybil did, so the 
next in line were my brothers, my sister, and me. 
So I had some real money in my hands for the first 
time ever. It was just about enough to buy a cheap 
car and to go digital. I purchased a Toyota Tercel 
with DAK STA license plates (a homage to my 





